
Summary
The Barnet Tree Policy was adopted by Environment Committee on 11/09/2017 and 
published in October 2017. It contributes to service delivery outlined in the Parks & Open 
Spaces Strategy (POSS) and details the approach to tree management and planting targets 
on an annual basis. 
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Officers Recommendations 
1. Environment Committee to note the annual Barnet Tree Policy Update. 

2. Environment Committee to approve changes in tree planting areas to reflect 
funding and delivery.

1. WHY THIS REPORT IS NEEDED 

1.1 The Tree Policy (2017) contained a number of specific actions and targets to be reported 
annually. A detailed tree planting scheme was published in the policy. 

1.2 This outlined planting 900 trees each year for five years, a total of 4,500 trees, this was 
broken down into:

 500 replacement plantings for street trees that had been removed. 455 trees were 
planted this year.

 100 vacant tree pit replacements (where trees had been removed previously). 158 
trees were planted this year, this mostly due to resident requests

 100 parks planting, replacements, avenue and landscape planting. 147 trees 
planted this year. 

 200 Green Infrastructure (GI) plantings area of poor Air Quality (as defined by GLA, 
map attached as Appendix 4) and high Urban Heat Island (UHI) temperatures. 229 
trees planted this year.

A total 989 trees have been planted.  

2. REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS 

2.1 Annual reporting required to update committee on progress of the policy targets.  

3. POST DECISION IMPLEMENTATION

3.1 Information to be recorded and change in planting targets to be adopted.

4. IMPLICATIONS OF DECISION 

4.1 Corporate Priorities and Performance
4.1.1 To support Corporate priority from Environment Committees priorities 2019-2014: Getting 

the best out of our parks and improving air quality by looking after and investing in our 
greenspaces. Delivering the tree planting programme across the borough to alleviate the 
effects of pollution, these areas identified from GLA Air Quality map.

4.1.2 To support Corporate priority from Environment Committees priorities 2019-2014: Creating 
a Healthy Environment. Working with TfL and Highways England to improve air quality on 
the main network corridors and areas close to schools.
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4.2 Resources (Finance & Value for Money, Procurement, Staffing, IT, Property, 
Sustainability)

4.2.1 A total investment of £2.25m is available to deliver the Barnet Tree Policy via the tree 
planting programme. The programme, which is funded from reserves, is set over five years 
(£450,000 per annum) and includes planting 900 trees annually. 

4.2.2 In year one (2018/19) £347,120 has been spent on delivering the Replacement, Vacant 
and Parks planting and 760 trees were planted.  In addition, £134,000 was spent on Green 
Infrastructure planting funded from the Local Improvement Plan (LIP) and 229 trees were 
planted. 

4.2.3 In year two (2019/20) it is expected that a total of 640 trees will be planted in Replacement, 
Vacant and Parks planting.  A total forecast expenditure of £363,000 from reserves is 
expected and this is due to an increase in watering and establishment costs. 

4.2.4 A commitment from LIP to assist with Green Infrastructure planting for the next three years 
from 2019/20 at £75,000 per annum has been received and 171 Green Infrastructure 
planting will take place in year two.  

4.2.5 This LIP funding has resulted in the change in numbers to continue with 200 GI planting 
each year and reduce parks planting to 100 trees. This decision is also based on the space 
available in parks to carry out major tree planting schemes. 

Each year an application will be made to the Mayor of London’s Greener City Fund to 
match fund 50% of the costs for Parks planting only. 

4.3 Social Value 
Term contracts have been let with the provision of employing local sub-contractors based 
in Barnet or one of the neighbouring six boroughs. 

4.4 Legal and Constitutional References
Responsibility for all borough-wide or cross-constituency matters relating to the street 
scene including, parking, road safety, lighting, street cleaning, transport, waste, 
waterways, refuse, recycling, allotments, parks, trees, crematoria and mortuary, trading 
standards and environmental health.

4.5 Risk Management
The Barnet Tree Policy outlines an approach to risk management which is adopted in 
ensuring that the new tree stock is managed and maintained especially during the summer 
months. 

The following three risks have been identified:
 Tree planting
 Establishment
 Biosecurity

All have controls in place with Term Contractors and schedules of works agreed and have 
been scored as medium / low
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4.6 Equalities and Diversity 
The Equalities and Diversity Act 2010, outlines the provisions of the Public Sector 
Equalities Duty which requires Public Bodies to have due regard to the need to: -
- Eliminate unlawful discrimination, harassment and victimisation and other conduct 
prohibited by the Equality Act 2010
- Advance equality of opportunity between people of different groups
- Foster good relations between people from different groups

No issues are noted in this report

4.7 Consultation and Engagement
4.7.1 The production of the Tree Policy followed extensive internal stakeholder consultation and 

then public engagement at Environment Committee where external stakeholders had been 
contacted to attend and voice opinion. Several changes were made following this meeting

4.8 Insight
4.8.1 An initial target of 600 GI planting was included in the policy and 900 parks trees. Funding 

from LIP has meant more GI planting will be possible and this ties in with the overarching 
Corporate priorities of improving air quality means these benefits will be deliverable to more 
residents in areas worst affected. Over the five-year period, increase GI planting to 950.

4.8.2   Major planting has taken place in many parks, this year over 65 new trees were planted in 
Sunny Hill Park and 900 trees is not possible as landscape, avenue or shade trees close 
to children’s play areas. Reducing this to 550 will mean high quality planting can take place 
and all parks in Barnet will receive new trees, focussing for 2019-20 on shading children’s 
play areas.

5. BACKGROUND PAPERS

5.1 Parks and Open Spaces Strategy. 
https://www.barnet.gov.uk/parks-sport-and-leisure/parks-and-open-spaces#title-3

5.1.1 Tree Policy 2017
https://www.barnet.gov.uk/parks-sport-and-leisure/barnet-tree-policy

https://www.barnet.gov.uk/parks-sport-and-leisure/parks-and-open-spaces#title-3

